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REPORTERS 

HUNDREDS of 
fans were battered 
and b r u i s e d  as 
United's triumph- - .  
m t  return f r 0 m accustomed t o  s a l u b  
Wembley brought ing  conquering heroes. 

But as the team's bus chaos and pande- inched its way through 
the cheering ' hordes-a m~nium to Man- sea of red and white- 

chester yesterday, and the Sun glinted on 
the F A Cup, ambulance 
men were working over- It was  a fabulous t,,, - - --- - . 

Welcome even by the Crush barriers were 
s tandards  of a city wrecked and trampled 

into a tangle of steel 

Writing on the 
wall, says Hill 

GORDON HILL, Man- 
chester United's England 
Winger, who was substi- 
uted. for the second 
buccessive F A Cup Final 
at Werhbley on Satur- 
dar, talked last night of 
"the writing on the wall." 

Future - 
Hill, replaced by David 

RlcCreery for the last 
nine minutes, left h18 
future open to s ecula- 
&ion as  he refected: 
"When this k h d  of thing 
keeps happening, it is 

bound to put doubts in 
your mind. 
'' There is no malice. I 

know the boss did what 
he believed was the best, 
but you have to face the 
facts." 

United skipper Martin 
Buchan and Lou -Macari 

.could miss the Home 
International Champion- 
ship series t h r o u g h 
in jury. 4 

Buchan p l a.y''e d a t  
Wembley despite knee 
ligament trouble a n d 
Macari ,has a gashed 
shin. 

pipes. Young trees were 
uprooted and t h e i r 
branches stripped jn the 
wild scramble for van- 
tage points. 

There were a t  least 350 
casualties outside the 
town hall alone. 

A ,St. John Ambulance 
official said: T h e  r e  
must have, been m a n  y 
m2re along the route.' 

The people we dealt 
with W e r  e of all ages. 
Most of them w e r e  
suffering from the h e a t, 
but there were fractures 
and crush inwries." 

Sports .Minister Denis 
Howell will today recelve 
a n  eye.- witness report 
from hls deputy K e n  
Marks, Labour MP k o r 
Gorton. 

Control 
Mr. M a r k s  said: 

"TQere is a lot to-be said 
for a recewtion like this 
being hdd a t  a football 
ground - a place pur- 

ose-built for crowd con- 
kol. 1 wi l be ta<lk,in; to 
Mr. Howell about it 

Thousands of fans' had 
been cam ing out in the 
town h a 8  .square from 
early morning, and all 
police leave was can- 
celled for the day. 

But there were only a 
dozen arrests. for dis- 
orderly conduct - and, a 
segior olice oWce~ sald. 

On R e  whole we were 
dellighted with t$e con- 
duct d the  fans. 

FRANK McGHEE'S 
VERDICT-Pages 30, 31. 

Goalkeeper Alex Stepney waves the Cup as Manchester goes mad. The welcome began (top) 
with police wrestling to control young fans as the team arrived a t  Wilmslow station. 

PAUL TAKES I CYCLING MOTOR SPORT 

HIS BRUISES BARRAS IS 
ON TOUR 

By HARRY MILLER 
ENGLAND'S Under - 21 
s q u a d will tomorrow 
head for E u r o p e a n  
championship games in 
Finland a n d  Norway, 
With Ptqul F u t c h e r  
utrftched and bruised. 

The E250,OOO - r a t e d 
uton d e t e n d e r  was 

k jured  against Black- 
pool three weeks ago. 
L a s  t night. as  the 

Bauad assembled in Lon- 
don. tour manaser Les 
Cocker s a i d  : You've In Monte Carlo 
got to admire the lad. 

ain. plus badly bruised 
has been elected President 

"He had an ear stitch- 
THE Frank 

$d up and put together 

2 bs, as  a result of that  
Blackpool game. of the newly - constituted 

"Paul hasn't played European Union of Inter-  
since. But he's very im- natiancrl Sports Writers at ortant to us against a congress in 
h n l a n d  in Helsinki on ago. 
Thursday." B E L G I U V'S Freddg 

Laurie Cunningham Maertens retained the 
and John Deehan will overall lead in the Tour 
join the squad after of Italy cycling classic 
tonight's match between after the second stage 
Wlla and W. Bromwich. from A~ellino t o  Foggia, 
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