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Cole strike
earns Nou
camp date

Man Utd

{United win 4-3 on aggregate}

IT WAS the finest

night of Alex

Ferguson’s life. It was
also one of the greatest
victories by an English
club on foreign soil.

For so-long our sides have
flattered to deceive on the
biggest stage and have been
left floundering when the
crunch came.

But United last night lit
up the sky like a fire-
cracker, producing a
wondrous night.of fantasy
football in the Stadio delle
Alpi.

To come from two down
after just 10 minutes
against an Italian side as
highly-rated as Juventus,

and to score three |

remarkablé away goals,
will be cherished by United
almost as highly as their
victory in the competition
in 1968. :

Ferguson, missing the
talents of Ryan Giggs,
masterminded a team
effort of the highest order
rather than any individual
match-winning display.

And for the experts who
endlessly listed the reasons
why United couldn’t
progress in Turin, it wasas
sweet as it was unexpected.

For every cheer of joy:
there were moments of
sadness. Yellow cards for
captain Roy Keane and
Paul Scholes deprive them
of participating in United’s

" first European Cup final for
31 years.

The inspirational Keane
was booked in only the 33rd
minate for a foul on
Zinedine Zidane but there
was no discernible change
in his determination or
commitment to lead his
team to the Nou Camp
final on May 26, where he
will be forced to hand over

ALEX Ferguson last night
saluted his Manchester
United bravehearts and said:
“I hope my greatest night is
still to come.”
The United boss believes
-that night will be on May 26,
the date of the European
Cup final showdown with
Bayern Munich in Barcelona.
- Goals from Roy Keane,
Dwight Yorke and Andy
Cole gave United their first
ever win on Italian seil and
Fergie called it “a famous
victory” over Juventus. “We
have come here and beaten

the captain’s arm band and
sit it out. Scholes’s entry
as a second half substitute
was a tactical necessity as
Giggs’s replacement Jesper
Blomgvist was tiring on
the left. o

Scholes lunged into a 75th
minute challenge on Didier
Deschamps, along  with
Zidane a World Cup winner,
and instantly knew -the
anguish- Keane had been
feeling as he joined his
skipper in the referee’s
book.

There was more than a
megsure of compensation
for both players as goals
from Keane, Dwight Yorke
and, decisively, from-Andy
Cole sent United’s few
thousand travelling fans
into wild celebrations.

They know that the
incredible treble is so close.

Top of the Premiership, a
date with Newcastle in the
FA Cup final four days
before the journey to
Barcelona to meet Bayern
Munich. Who can doubt
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the best club side of the last
decade,” he said. “And that’s
after giving them a two-goal
start. That’s quite phenom-

enal.”

After the two-goal blitz in
the first 10 minutes from
Filippo Inzaghi, Fergie said:
“I thought it was just going
to be another case of suicide.

“Over the years we have
done that but the difference
in this team is the composure
they have. In the first 45

their destiny. Not
Peter Schmeichel in
goal, nor Jaap Stam in
front of him and not
the strike partnership
of Yorke and Cole that
| has now yielded 49 goals
| this season.
| Yet, it all seemed so
unlikely as Juventus
forged into a two-goal lead
so early in the game.
When -David :Beckham
conceded a corner in the
sixth minute, Zidane was
allowed to whip over a-far
post cross that mesmerised
the United defence.
Inzaghi reacted first to
get goal-side of Gary
Neville and khock the ball
home from close range.

Stranded

Cole responded with an
overhead kick straight at
goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi
as United tried to even up
the contest.

But Zidane found huge

spaces to create, and after

ten minutes he received a
pass from Davids and
threaded the ball through
for Inzaghi, whose shot was
deflected to loop over the
stranded Schmeichel.

The enormous talent in
Ferguson’s squad is sup-
plemented by competitors
and that was shown as
United clawed their way

minutes they were absolutely
outstanding. Every one of
them showed the courage

and ability to play.

“Qur first goal gave us the
optimism and hope. And
from that moment Juventus

Were very nervous.

“We were the better team
tonight. We played with
great tempo and rhythm
and they found it difficult to
get the ball from us, par-
ticularly in the first half.

“It became more difficult
for Juventus to find the
energy to come back at us.

i

back. Trailing 3-1 on ag-
gregate and seemingly out
of the competition, they
won a corner and the first
chink of light appeared,

A well-delivered Beck-
ham cross and Keane
surged into the box, met it
at the near post and flicked
his header just inside the
far upright.

The entertainment levels
wete-virtually unsurpassed

48 this tussle turned into

a classic, both sides full of
invention and with so
much emphasis on attack
defences were bound to
creak.

Next it was the turn of
United to wobble on the
half-hour as Zidane
delivered a cross that
tempted Schmeichel, but
on this rare occasion
Antonio Conte beat him in
the air. The ball floated
towards the top of his goal,
but Stam recovered to
head of the line.

Keane refused to be
handicapped by his caution
and United went ahead for
the first time over the two
legs, albeit on the away
goal, when Beckham found
Cole and instinctively his
cross sought out Yorke
whose header completed
the comeback.

It seemed either team
would score next; a Cole

like that.”

again after picking

d Manchester United pull it back to 2-2

They’d relied on some;
inspirational things from
Zinedine Zidane or someone

But victorious Ferguson
still mourned the loss of skip-
per Roy Keane and Paul Sc-
holes, whe will both miss the
final. The pair were booked

cautions in the quarter-final
against Inter Milan and now
face automatic suspension.
Peter Schmeichel is likely
to wear the captain’s arm-
band in the final in what will
be his last game for the club. D

shot was saved, Inzaghi’s
effort blocked, Yorke’s
shot struck the upright.
Juventus made a couple
of changes for the start of
the second half but their
attempts to catch United
cold again were thwarted
by Schmeichel’s legs,
another unorthodox save
from an Inzaghi shot.
Davids suffered the Keane
syndrome of a yellow card
after a foul on Beckham
and he too knew he would
be out of any final should,
indeed, they have made it.
Cole couldn’t quite
control Beckham’s cross
and Inzaghi’s celebrations
for his hat-trick were cut
short when he was
correctly ruled off-side.
United struck the upright
for the second time when

Denis Irwin forged into.

the box to hit an-angled
drive.

It was cut and thrust
right until the 83rd minute
when Yorke picked up a
poor defensive clearance
and the momentum of his
dribble, including a
fortunate ricochet, took
him past two defenders.

As he tried to dance
around Peruzzi, the keeper
brought him down but Cole
finished it off without the
need of a penalty. The last
act of an epic night.

BEST IS STILL TO COME, SAYS ALEX

up

" The great Dane was helpless
for both Juve’s early goals
but quickly became a United
~ hero with a brave

"2 . save at the feet of

Filippo Inzaghi.

| His month of miserable form
continued early on. Neville
completely fost Inzaghi at /
the back post as Juventus
took advantage of slack
marking. Grew stronger.

Dependable Irwin was
reliable as ever. So unlucky |
to see a shot come back

and his fellow defenders over-
came their rocky start to keep

¢ an Inzaghi in check. 4
Made vital clearances and
tackles.

A defensive colossus. The
Dutchman was unlucky"
Inzaghi’s second:goal

a deflection off

Put up a sterling show- and
never let Juventus stars

Davids run the -midfield
show as they did in.the first

 RoyKEAN
Cruel night of mixed emotions.

His header got United back .
in the tie. But a second.
yellow puts him out of
the final. Played on
with great spirit.
’ =

Delivered another ‘“Beckham.
boomerang” to unlock the
Juventus defence. His-wicked
corner set up Keane’s brilliant
header to put United back in
the thrilling tie.

lying Swede had a tough

filling injured - Giggs’
boots. But he was solid
down the left wing
although he rarely threatened
the Juve defence.

Cole was sharp, lively and
dangerous. The England
| forward was unlucky not to
be on the scoresheet in the
first half but his strike put
United into the final.

YORKE
Made amends for his bad first
leg at Old Trafford. He linked
up brilliantly with Cole and | 1=
broke Juve’s hearts with a|
superb diving header. Always
lively and threatening.

SUBSTITUTES
Amoruso (Birindelli 45) Montero
(luliarn. > 45) Scholes (Blomgqvist 67)

) AW

Peruzzi, Birindelli, Ferrara, luliano,
Pessotto, Conte, Deschamps, Davids, |
Di Livio, Zidane, Inzaghi

EUROPEAN CUP FINAL ODDS: Man Utd 8/13,
Bayern Munich 5/4. United 9/4 for the treble
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